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ABSTRACT 
Calathea gordonii H. I 

Calathea gordonii H. Kenn., s 

In preparation for the Flora Mesoamericana ti 
special focus. Additional herbarium studies at the Missouri Botanical Garden and the University of Panama 
plus more recent collecting in the area of the concession Minera Panama, Colon Prov., have uncovered addi¬ 
tional new species. Since the publication of the Woodson and Schery (1945) treatment for Flora of Panama, 
listing 23 species, the total has significantly increased. By 1972, Dressier (1972:184) reported a total of 35 spe¬ 
cies for Panama while four years later, Kennedy (1976:312-313) reported an increase to 49 known species and 
suggested a possible further increase to 60 or 70. More recently, Kennedy (2011:201) reported a total of 59 spe¬ 
cies whereas, currently, 68 species are recognized (a 195 per cent increase from the original Flora of Panama 
treatment). Nineteen species are recognized as endemic, including the one described herein plus one as yet 
undescribed taxa. Additional collecting, especially in adjacent Colombia, most probably will  reduce the num¬ 
ber of endemics. 

TAXONOMIC TREATMENT 

Calathea gordonii H. Kenn., sp. nov. (Figs. 1, 2). Type: PANAMA. Colon: Distr. de Donoso, Area de concesion Minera Panama, 

Plants rhizomatous, perennial, herbs, 45-80 cm; cataphylls narrowly ovate, apiculate, purple, densely velvety 
tomentose, the hairs 0.3-0.5 mm, innermost cataphyll 11-25 cm. Leaves all basal, 1 per shoot; leaf sheath not 
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Fig. 1 .Calatheagordonii H. Kenn. Holotype scan provided by Mireya Correa (PMA), (Flores3512, PM). 
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